Joint Information Center

Ruth Ann Minner

Governor
Gregory Patterson

Communications Director

#0041JICO3 September 18, 2003

For Immediate Release Contact: Ron Gough
(302) 659-3362

Possible Flooding Overnight Major Concern Across Delaware
---Downed power lines and felled trees statewide---

(Smyrna, DE.) Flooding is the concern of emergency management officials overnight
with high tides between now and sunrise and a Flash Flood Warning in effect for northern New
Castle County.

Downed power lines and trees continue to cause electrical outages across Delaware as the
high winds and torrential rains of Hurricane Isabel continue to pound the First State. More than
105,000 Conectiv customers are experiencing power outages which includes residents in
Maryland. Approximately 5500 customers with the Delaware Electric Co-Op are presently
without power. In Lewes, residents are still without service at this time.

According to the latest information from the National Weather Service in Mount Holly,
New Jersey, Delaware will continue to see more heavy rain and high winds until at least
midnight when storm effects begin to diminish. Along the coast, wind gusts have been reported
as high as 70 mph. Tides are expected to be 3-5 feet above normal between now and Friday
afternoon. Areas of concern for tomorrow morning include the Delaware Bay and Reedy Point
where the high tide cycle could cause severe flooding during the morning high tide cycle
between 1:30 and 6:00 a.m. Reedy Point is nearly four feet above normal, while in Lewes, the
tide is currently three feet above normal.

At this time, there have been no reports of fatalities in Delaware as result of Hurricane
Isabel.

Fourteen roads throughout Delaware are reportedly closed due to Hurricane Isabel. For
up-to-the-minute road conditions, people can listen to WTMC 1380 AM radio or can log onto
www.deldot.net.

People with public health concerns can contact the Division of Public Health at
(302) 744-4700 or call toll free at 1-888-459-2943.


http://www.deldot.net/

The Delaware Helpline can also provide the latest information and can be reached at 1-
800-273-9500 in-state or 1-800-464-4357 out-of-state.

Emergency management officials are asking citizens not to call 911 except for
emergencies only.
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